EMIRATES

SHIPPING LINE

NOTICE

Dear customers:

As info we all know, The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has amended the
Safety of Life at Sea Convention (SOLAS) requiring all shippers to provide a Verified
Gross Mass (VGM) for every packed shipping container as a condition for vessel
loading.

AAA) This requirement will become legally effective on July 1, 2016.

BBB) The shipper named on the ocean bill of lading is responsible for providing the
Carrier and the Terminal Operator with the VGM of a packed container. The VGM must
be provided by the shipper for the vessel and terminal operators to arrange for safe
vessel/terminal stowage plans.

CCC) Under the SOLAS Amendment, the carrier or terminal operator are not
responsible for verifying the shipper’s weight verification.

DDD) There are 2 major methods prescribed by SOLAS regulations.

Method No. 1:

Shipper may weigh the packed container by using calibrated and certified equipment.
The scale, weighbridge, lifting equipment or other devices used to verify the gross
mass of the container must meet the applicable accuracy standards and requirements
of the State in which the equipment is being used, per IMO Guidelines.

Method No. 2:

Shipper may weigh all packages and cargo items, including the mass of pallets,
dunnage and other packing and securing material to be packed in the container, and
add the tare mass of the container to the sum of the single masses of the container’s
content. Weighing equipment must meet the applicable accuracy standards and
requirements of the State in which the equipment is being used, per IMO Guidelines.

EEE) All packed containers that are planned for loading to vessels have to be VGM
certified using one of the two regulated methods for weighing per IMO SOLAS
Amendment.

FFF) For the T/S containers, terminal request the 1st leg vessel carrier or her agent to
supply the EDI with correct VGM data.

GGG) As discussion with all concerned parties (terminal, depots), we request you to
submit the VGM info via EIR. The weight in EIR will be regarded as VGM weight, by
which depots will input weight info to terminal tally EDI system for further vessel
stowage plan.
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HHH) Deadline of VGM info acquirement

The direct load export containers’ VGM info must be transmitted to terminal 12 hours
before vessels berthing.(Such as some DG). The normal containers VGM info
transmitting cut off time will be same with cy cut off time, 24 hours before vessel
berthing.

1) VGM info Modification
CNTAO terminal tally office accepts the VGM info’ s modification, which must be
charged accordingly.

JJJ) QINGDAO port has set the VGM tolerance level at not exceeding +5% or 1 ton
(Whichever is the smaller).

KKK) “NO VGM, NO LOADING” - If no VGM has been provided, the container shall not
be loaded on the vessel. All cost, risk, and liability thus incurred due to no VGM shall be
borne by shipper.

Shipper is fully responsible for all regulated penalties, operational /administrative costs
and any related liabilities due to incompliance of VGM regulation.

EMIRATES SHIPPING AGENCIES (CHINA) LTD.

QINGDAO REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE

2015-06-27
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